
















THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT

Having the right equipment to handle emergency sit-
uations is so important in Alaska that the state issues a
quarterly publication listing what campers and day-trip-
pers need, depending on the season. The list, however, is
frequently ignored. 

Alaska Wing Commander Col. Carl Brown told the
story of an elderly gentleman who, earlier this year, took
off in a four-wheel ATV in good weather on what he
thought would be a trip lasting just a few hours in the
remote northwestern portion of the state. But there was
an abrupt change in weather and the ATV couldn’t
make it back across the considerably altered landscape.
CAP arrived on the scene just before exposure won out.
“Let’s just say he was very glad to see us,” reported
Brown, adding that, “most don’t survive if they don’t
have the proper equipment.”

The list of emergency equipment mandated by state
law that Alaska CAP members must carry on flight
operations substantiates the potential challenges of its
rescue missions. In addition to a week’s worth of rations
and a mosquito head net per person, materials to start a
fire and two small signaling devices (such as mirrors,
smoke bombs and flares), the list includes an axe or

hatchet, a first aid kit, fishing tackle and a knife. For
winter survival, four additional items are required —
snowshoes, a sleeping bag, a wool blanket and a firearm.

Firearm? Yes, Alaska has an exception to the CAP reg-
ulation barring members from carrying a firearm during
a mission. “I am often asked,” Brown said, “what the
best firearm to carry into the Alaska wilds is, considering
dangers from bears and other wildlife. All jokes aside,
the best ‘tool’ for any job is one the individual can safely
use effectively. And, more importantly, it is the one that
gets the job done.”

THE RIGHT RESPONSE
The Alaska Wing’s search and rescue capabilities were

considerably expanded recently, thanks to a $500,000
boost in its survival equipment allocation from
Congress.  

The hefty increase will be used to purchase 100 cold
water suits, each designed to limit exposure and each
equipped with a flotation device and EPIRB (emergency
position-indicating radio beacon), a one-way radio trans-
mitter capable of being tracked by satellite or dispatched
planes. There will be enough money to also pay for 20
survival rafts and training to use the new equipment.

Volunteers buy their own equipment and this partic-
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Floatation devices and radio beacons are built

into the Alaska Wing’s immersion suits.
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imately 8-14 hours of survivability,” Brown estimated.
“That can’t help but be appealing to someone in frigid
water with no protection other than a float and a sur-
vival window of a slim 15 minutes.”

THE RIGHT TIMING
“Securing this funding has been a long time com-

ing,” said Brown. “This is a project we worked on for
at least six years.” He credits Sen. Stevens, Rep. Young
and Sen. Lisa Murkowski for their vigorous support.  

As either the chairman or a ranking member of the
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee in the Senate
since 1981, Stevens has provided funding in the past
for purchasing CAP aircraft, and he authored current
legislation for the survival equipment, Brown said.

“It has always been one of my priorities to see that
CAP has the proper resources needed to accomplish its
mission,” said Stevens. “This new funding gives the
Alaska Wing exciting capabilities, which will increase
their lifesaving capabilities and improve the safety of
our search and rescue personnel.”

THE RIGHT STUFF
In addition to all the right equipment, there is one

other essential tool members must always take with
them on a mission. Brown calls it the Alaskan men-
tality: “It’s a self-reliant, frontier-style, can-do atti-
tude.”

“I know the majority of our CAP members would,
without hesitation, take considerable risk to search for
and rescue others,” he said. �
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I know the majority of our CAP members 
would, without hesitation, take considerable 

risk to search for and rescue others.
— Col. Carl Brown, 

Alaska Wing commander”“
ular survival gear was simply not affordable, said Brown.
So, before the legislation, the Alaska Wing concentrated
on rescues for which it was equipped. 

“We have 10 coastal squadrons, but we weren’t able to
venture too far off the coastline,” he said.

“The exposure suits will give downed aircrew approx-

Shown here with former CAP Cadet Naythen Hansen on the

steps of the U.S. Capitol in 2002, Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska,

has been a strong advocate for the Civil Air Patrol, especially

since his own rescue in 1978. Stevens, a former World War II

pilot for the Flying Tigers of the 14th Air Force, served as legal

officer for CAP’s Alaska Wing in the late 1960s. Earlier this year,

he sponsored legislation that provides survival gear for 10 CAP

squadrons near Alaska’s coast.



AlaskaAlaska Is Special: Bigger, Wilder, Colder

Using Anchorage as a fulcrum, the Alaska Wing’s range

can take CAP members all the way to remote Kotzebue, a vil-

lage some 450 nautical miles to the northwest going toward

Russia, or to Sitka a village about 475 to 500 nautical miles in the

opposite direction to the southeast. The Alaska Wing covers this area

with 18 squadrons, 10 of them on the coast, and about 1,200 members.

Alaska has more undeveloped, remote territory than not; its terrain

includes mountains, tundra, arctic ice, islands and ocean. Its land

mass is equal to about one-third the size of the continental U.S., yet

it has less than half the road system of the state of Rhode Island.

Seventy percent of Alaskan villages and cities rely on air travel as

their only means of year-round transportation. Though not a popu-

lous state when it comes to humans, Alaska boasts a bounty of

wildlife, which often figures into rescue calls. An encounter with a

brown bear weighing in at more than a ton and standing 7-8 feet

tall on its hind legs, for example, can lead to serious injuries. Even

mosquitoes — dubbed by some to be the state bird — are a real dan-

ger. A swarm can set off a stampede of caribou or wild buffalo, and

their collective venom can actually disable a person.

Then there’s the cold, winter temperatures that dip as low as -60

degrees Fahrenheit, not counting the wind chill. Even in warm

weather, water temperatures in inland lakes and streams rarely

exceed 35-40 degrees.

U
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Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award
Highest award for cadets who com-
plete all phases of the CAP Cadet
Program and the Spaatz award 
examination. (Only about one-half of 
1 percent of CAP cadets achieve this
award.) The cadets listed below
received their awards in September
and October.

Devin K. Boyle CA
Everett P. Hill CT
Maria T. Mangano     IL
Elizabeth J. Peters MD
Janice A. Watson MD
Charles W. Matthews NM
Charles E. Watson TN
Robert H. Hawk UT

Paul E. Garber Award
Second-highest award given to senior
members who complete Level IV of
the CAP Senior Member Training
Program. The officers listed below
received their awards in September
and October.

Capt. Anthony G. Beresford AL
Lt. Col. Eddie B. Binkley CO
Maj. Michael F. Ernst FL
Maj. Elizabeth M. Mathis FL
Maj. Sergio B. Seoane FL
Lt. Col. Lee I. Taylor FL
Lt. Col. Gordon A. Larson IL
Maj. R. A. Maciejewski IL
Maj. Andrew P. Downey    KS
Lt. Col. Brian C. Altmiller MD
Maj. Robert E. Couch MD
Maj. George R. Murray MD

Maj. Marco E. A. Soave MER
Maj. Larry E. Bailey MI
Maj. Sondra R. Davis MI
Maj. Daniel S. Thompson MI
Maj. Eric D. Grubb MN
Lt. Col. Robert E. Dehner NHQ
Capt. Cricket L. Arens NV
Maj. John P. Giles NV
Maj. Gregory Guy OR
Maj. Charles M. Roesel OR
Maj. Harold J. Frankel PA
Maj. Rita Marie League PA
Capt. William W. Parish PA
Maj. Julia A. Postupack PA
Maj. Robin D. Hawk RMR
Maj. Douglas E. McCurry SC
Capt. Darlene J. Ferris SER
Maj. Harold B. Wilson TX
Lt. Col. Kent S. Wright UT

Achievements

Gill Robb Wilson Award
Highest award given to senior mem-
bers who complete Level V of the
U.S. Civil Air Patrol Senior Member
Training Program. (Only about 5 
percent of CAP senior members
achieve this award.) The officers 
listed below received their awards 
in September and October.

Maj. David A. Thompsen AK
Maj. Joel K. Buckner   AR
Lt. Col.Jessica C. Black CA

Gen. Ira C. Eaker Award
Second-highest award for cadets who
successfully complete all Phase IV
requirements of the CAP Cadet
Program. The cadets listed below
received their awards in September
and October.

Bryan L. Davis AZ
Devin K. Boyle CA
Kristopher A. Poskey CO
Stefanie L. Burton DC
Mitchell B. Campbell FL
Patrick C. Griffith FL
Matthew A. Kelly IA
Jeramee G. Scherer IL
Aaron J. Ullrich IL
Joy A. Bork KS
Michael H. Breiling MI
Nicholas H. Attardo NJ
Christine S. Flatt NM
Nichole L. McCandless PA
William J. Romesberg PA
Felcar De Leon PR
Dennis J. LaFreniere TN
Cesar P. Riojas TX
Hayley A. Gardiner WA
Matthew G. Lenell WA
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Master Sgt. Cynthia S. Smith CO
Lt. Col. Antonio O. Lima FL
Lt. Col. Earle A.  Partington HI
Lt. Col. Raymond E. Walden IL
Lt. Col. Eric G. Haertel     MD
Maj. Marco E. A. Soave    MER
Maj. Melissa Plum    MO
Lt. Col. Michael E. Dolan NJ
Lt. Col. Shannon D. Harlan OR
Lt. Col. Donna L. Ryan    OR
Maj. Charles W. Sattgast OR
Maj. Charles W. Watson   TN
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Call for more information:

200 Great Meadow Road

Stratford, CT  06615

Phone: (203) 381-9250

Fax: (203) 381-0764

E-mail: sikorsky@ct.gov

http://www.cttech.org/ssamt

Aircraft Maintenance - 
Is this the career for you?

2 year program (2400 hours) 

Low Tuition, High Job Demand 

FAA certified program in 

Airframe and Powerplant

Learn how to “Keep ‘em flying”

THE FUTURE IS YOURS!
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Middle East
Squadrons combine ground training with exposure to public safety operations 

MARYLAND — Members of the Howard and Fort McHenry composite squadrons spent a full weekend recently
combining ground training with a look at public safety operations. After starting with instruction on how to pick a
camp site location and set up camp, the CAP members divided into five- to seven-member “hasty search” teams.
Then came a trip to the new Howard County Public Safety Training Center, where Police Aviation Unit officers briefed

them on the capabilities of the unit's helicopter and on landing-site
preparation and landing procedures. The CAP participants also
heard a presentation by the Howard County Police K-9 Unit, which
demonstrated the dogs’ capabilities and told them how to work
with police canine units during searches and how to set up search
perimeters. The week concluded with a tour of the county's mobile
incident command post.

The search teams then returned to the Base Camp to pick up gear
before departing for Howard County's Middle Patuxent
Environmental Area, where they practiced the use of rope “Swiss
seats,” compasses, maps, hasty searches and how to respond
when people are injured or missing. By the time they returned to
Base Camp, darkness had fallen, so each team received hands-on
training in using a third-generation thermal imaging camera to
detect missing people. That night, in appropriately frigid surround-
ings, the teams learned about winter operations and how to avoid
hypothermia while camping at freezing temperatures.    >> 2nd Lt.
Walter Murphy

Cadet Airman Joni Taylor, foreground, learns how to
use a compass with help from Maj. Terri Taylor, right,
while 2nd Lt. Jason Kerpelman observes.

Ohio cadets experience thrill of powerless flight 
OHIO – Cadets from Firelands Composite Squadron recently enjoyed a first-hand encounter with nonpowered
flight, courtesy of an instructor pilot in a Civil Air Patrol glider. The cadets not only took to the air, they also served
as wing runners, helping move the glider into place on the runway for towing aloft by a powered plane, then run-
ning alongside the glider to make sure its wings were level as it approached takeoff. They learned that a glider,
once released, can soar on thermals created by the heating of the earth’s surface, often remaining in the air for
hours.

“It was kind of scary taking off,” Cadet Airman Basic Joseph
Kreglow commented after his first glider flight. “But it was nice
and smooth after we released. Overall, it was great! I can hard-
ly wait to do it again!”

Added Cadet Staff Sgt. Francisco Martinez: “It is an experi-
ence that cannot be explained in words. You have to try it
yourself.”    >> Capt. Lori Douglas

Maj. Milton Moos of the Columbus Senior Squadron
guides Cadet Staff Sgt. James Kreglow in steadying
the wing as the glider gains speed for takeoff.

Great Lakes
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[  r e g i o n  n e w s  ]

Northeast
New Jersey cadets take remote-control route to flying   
NEW JERSEY – Bayshore Composite Squadron cadets spent a weekend recently practicing their flight skills with-
out ever leaving the ground. Rather than taking orientation flights in Civil Air Patrol aircraft, they were behind the
controls of remote-controlled planes as part of what Capt. Ulric “Rick” Gordon-Lewis, the squadron's command-
er, called the Sparrow Flight Academy.

Gordon-Lewis arranged a full two days of instruction, flying and outdoor camping for nine selected cadets. A
remote-controlled aircraft enthusiast, he first conceived of the idea during the spring, then followed through by

partnering with members of the Mercer County Radio Control Society,
who have a flight park in Hightstown, N.J.

Cadets were asked to apply for the flight academy, which Gordon-
Lewis wanted to keep small. One of those who accepted, Cadet Capt.
Carlos Pineda Jr., said he was “having a great time. I’ve been waiting
all my life to fly one of these.” 

The instructors in the remote control society said the first-time flyers
were “doing really well, given the short time they’ve been here.”    >>
1st Lt. Mark Swanson

Capt Ulric Gordon-Lewis, commander of the Bayshore
Composite Squadron, guides Cadet Senior Airman Jake
Popisil’s remote controls during the squadron's first Sparrow
Flight Academy.

North Central
Cadets Witness Thunderbirds’ In-Flight Refueling
MINNESOTA – Rather than  travel to an airshow to gaze overhead at the
world-renowned U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds soaring above, members of
the St. Cloud Composite Squadron took to the air themselves to watch the
demonstration team’s seven F-16 fighters being refueled in flight. Eighteen
cadets and five senior members flew across  four states in a KC-135
Stratotanker winging its way to western South Dakota to refuel the
Thunderbirds after an engagement in Ohio. The Stratotanker, which can off-
load 6,500 pounds of fuel per minute, crossed North Dakota, South Dakota,
Wyoming and Nebraska during its three-hour mission. 

Each of the thirsty Thunderbirds was refueled in about 40 seconds, accord-
ing to cadets timing the activity.  

“They (the cadets) had lots of good questions and were a lot of fun to have
on board,” Air Force 1st Lt. Joseph Smith said. “I knew little about CAP prior
to the flight, but after being around the cadets I have to say, ‘What a great
program for young people.’”

Capt. Pat Cruze, who organized the visit through the 319th Air Refueling Wing at Grand Forks Air  Force Base, said,
“The most beneficial part of the trip was taking these teenagers at a decision point in their life and allowing them to
see men and women only a few years older than them working with cutting-edge technology. “The tour exposed the
cadets to America’s finest, and hopefully the lasting impression the cadets got is ‘I can do that, too,’” said Cruze.   
>> Capt. Richard J. Sprouse 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
1s

t 
Lt

. 
M

ar
k 

S
w

an
so

n,
 N

ew
 J

er
se

y

St. Cloud Composite Squadron cadets 
disembark from the KC-135 Stratotanker
they rode in during a mission to refuel the
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds.  
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Rocky Mountain

Pacific
Squadron steps up training for high-demand situations

CALIFORNIA – With California Wing authorities mindful of the demands that an unusual, extended mission like the
search for Steve Fossett can mean for participating Civil Air Patrol members, Jon E. Kramer Composite Squadron
recently hosted an exercise designed to train new mission base staff, aircrews and ground teams. The exercise
planners — Lt. Col. Mitch Richman of Group 2 and 1st Lt. Mike Dachs and 2nd Lt. Jackie Tubis, both of Kramer
Squadron — deliberately designed tasks intended to overwhelm the incident commander and operations branch
trainees. The exercise also provided opportunities for aircrews and ground teams to finish their advanced training
requirements for new emergency services ratings.  

The incident commander trainees were forced to make creative deci-
sions to cope with:

• more missing aircraft targets and emergency beacon signals than
they could possibly have enough CAP members on hand to han-
dle;

• a simulated earthquake and aftershock requiring the entire base to
run on a generator;

• a simulated radio operator injury; and

• radio communications failures. 

Members also took turns becoming familiar with the two computer
systems used most often during CAP missions, the Oregon Wing's
Incident Management Utilities and the U.S. Air Force's Web Mission
Information Reporting System.    >> Maj. Alice Mansell  

Sr. Mbr. Elsie Lam of the Jon E. Kramer Composite
Squadron grins proudly after wrapping up her first
flight as a scanner trainee.

Colorado Wing holds inaugural Aerospace Education Day 

COLORADO – The Colorado Wing recently held its first-ever Aerospace Education Day, which featured such
activities as a fly-in, aviation museum tour, static aircraft display and presentations at Platte Valley Airpark. Senior
members, cadets, friends and family were joined by special guests from various institutions for the activities and
a fully catered barbecue luncheon. Professional pilots from the airpark's Vintage Flying Aero Museum also put on
an impressive aerial demonstration with their vintage aircraft.

Cadets competed for prizes in drill competition, provided flight-line marshalling, assembled CAP sailplanes, pro-
vided color guard ceremonies, offered communications
support and set up an impressive model rocketry dis-
play. The museum, which is run by the Lafayette
Foundation, is home of the largest collection of World
War I aviation memorabilia in the U.S., including the
famed Fokker triplane. The nearly 200 guests and
attendees had the opportunity to climb into the cock-
pit of the aircraft on display.    

One special presentation recognized the CAP aircrew
that first discovered Terry and Marion Jones, the cou-
ple rescued from Rocky Mountain National Park just
three weeks earlier. The Joneses, who were special
guests for the event, met the aircrew for the first time.
>> Capt. Brian Smiley 

Colorado Wing cadets check out one of the vintage planes 
during Aerospace Education Day at Platte Valley Airpark. 
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Southwest
Cadets send rockets soaring skyward over Texas

TEXAS – Lackland Composite Squadron cadets participating in a
model rocketry course ended their training on a high note when they
launched their rockets at a nearby farm in San Antonio with their
instructor, Sr. Mbr. Brian Sommers.

The cadets spent three days building their model rockets and taking
written exams on all three phases of the course — Redstone, Titan
and Saturn. Along with teaching them basic knowledge of rocket his-
tory and the proper safety procedures for launching model rockets,
each of the three phases also featured a hands-on component
requiring the cadets to build the rockets. 

On the final day, Sommers and the cadets launched a grand total of
52 rockets, including Alphas, Terrier-Orions, Bullpups, egg-launchers,
two-stagers, high flyers and a 6-footer.

Ten Lackland cadets participated — Cadet 1st Lt. Jeffrey Cigrang,
Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Colleen Rojas, Cadet Tech. Sgts. Kaitlyn
Jewell and Kristopher Kerr, Cadet Master Sgt. Brian Rankin, Cadet
Staff Sgts. Nicole Miglis and Daniel Perez, Cadet Senior Airmen
Melissa Courreges and Katherine Sommers and Cadet Airman Basic
William Courreges.   >> Sr. Mbr. Nancy Kerr

Southeast
Florida squadrons help Cub Scouts fly high
FLORIDA – Members of the Tallahassee and Live Oak composite squadrons
spent a recent weekend amid hundreds of Cub Scouts and their families.
They were participating in the Cub Family Weekend at Wallwood Boy Scout
Reservation, the largest Boy Scout facility in northwest Florida, which hosts
the event every spring and fall. This year’s theme was aviation, and CAP
squadrons were asked to contribute.

Before the gathering commenced, several cadets and two senior members
spent most of one night building a 10-computer, networked lab out of
donated hardware and software, giving the Scouts a chance to get an online
feel for flying. Elsewhere, Maj. Bob Dunlop, the Tallahassee squadron's aero-
space education officer, set up a variety of hands-on activities, such as Alka-
Seltzer fizzy rockets, 2-liter water bottle rockets and a simulated aircraft-car-
rier landing using a toy fighter plane sliding down a long piece of fishing line
tied to a control stick for landing on a beach towel runway. 

Another group took to the woods, leading teams of 10 Webelos to help find
a simulated plane crash and bring back any injured passengers to a helicop-
ter landing zone. The Scouts were briefed on the equipment used and on the
operation of an L-Per Portable Direction Finder. Two local Medevac choppers stood by, not only waiting for the
simulated crash victim but also offering tours and a demonstration on how patients are loaded in emergencies.
>> Capt. Gene Floyd

Cadet 2nd Lt. Lane Branch, left, 
demonstrates use of the L-Per Portable
Direction Finder for a Webelo as Cadet
Airman 1st Class Carson Foote looks
on. The cadets are members of the
Tallahassee Composite Squadron. 

Cadet Tech. Sgt. Kristopher Kerr, left, and
Cadet Airman Basic William Courreges
make final adjustments to their model 
rockets before launching. 
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