CIVIL AIR PATROL’S 2011 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

CAP Congressional Gold Medal
· Objective: Obtain cosponsors for House bill HR 719 and Senate S 418 that would award CAP the Congressional Gold Medal for its volunteer, civilian World War II service (particularly its Coastal Patrol antisubmarine operations).
i. Gaining cosponsors for this legislation is critical because before any action will be taken within the relevant committees there has to be 290 House cosponsors and 67 Senate cosponsors listed on the bills.
ii. This bill involves only $30,000 in government funding primarily to design and strike a single gold medal.
· Justification: During the war CAP members, as volunteer civilians, flew combat and humanitarian missions in support of the U.S. military using their own aircraft.  During 18 months of combat operations between March 1942 and August 1943 CAP sank two enemy submarines and attacked 57 with small light aircraft armed with 50 and 100 pound bombs and 325 pound depth charges.  Other missions included target towing (where CAP aircraft were shot at by ground gunners and interceptor aircraft), search and rescue, border patrol, disaster relief and emergency transportation of people and cargo.  During the war 60,000 adult CAP members participated in the program.  CAP adult members in the war had been promised veteran’s benefits which never materialized.
· Location: 
i. H.R. 719 was introduced in the House by Representative Bob Filner on 2/15/2011—contact Todd Ethington (225-8045) in his office to be added as a cosponsor.

ii. S 418 was introduced in the Senate by Senator Tom Harkin on 2/28/2011.  Contact Tom Buttry (224-9604) in his office to be added as a cosponsor.

· Impact: The support to the nation provided by CAP volunteers was highly unusual (civilians flying combat missions) and was done without recognition or veteran’s benefits.  With only a small number of CAP WWII members still alive it is important to honor these unique civilian volunteers (and their families) before it is too late.  Each identified WWII member or family would be provided a replica medal at no cost to the government.
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