FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 (Hometown       ) teen participates in the Civil Air Patrol’s 

Engineering & Technology Academy  
(DATELINE, e.g. MADISON, Wis.) – Cadet (Rank, first and last name)             , (age), from      (hometown)              will explore career opportunities at the Civil Air Patrol’s Engineering & Technology Academy (E-Tech) July 24-31 at Auburn University in Auburn, Ala. 

This career exploration activity is designed for CAP cadets who want to pursue an aerospace or engineering career, or are interested in cutting-edge aerospace technologies. Cadets are introduced to several engineering disciplines by completing hands-on projects and learning from professors and NASA or Air Force researchers at a leading engineering university. 

According to E-Tech director Capt. Phil Boylan, who is a nuclear and mechanical engineer, this year’s E-Tech class of 22 cadets is the largest and most accomplished in recent memory. Boylan says: “We have cadets traveling to Auburn from as far away as Vermont, Colorado and South Dakota. E-Tech offers CAP cadets a week long immersion as students in one of the nation’s top engineering schools. They get a rare opportunity to experience nearly all aspects of life as an engineering student – living in dorms, interacting with senior professors, working with the carbon fiber composites used in the F-22 Fighter, running experiments, working side by side with the Auburn Hovercraft team, and enjoying the university athletic facilities. They will also get a rare insider’s tour of the GKN Aerospace Manufacturing Plant in Tallassee Ala. These senior cadets are treated as actual college students and given substantial liberty to manage their personal affairs responsibly during the week. They have always risen to the challenge. I wish I’d had the opportunity to experience an activity like E-Tech before I entered engineering school!”  

Activities will include exploring aerospace and fiber engineering by constructing a carbon-fiber airfoil that will be tested in a smoke tunnel, as well as projects in industrial/systems engineering, mechanical engineering and materials engineering.

This academy is one of 30 National Cadet Special Activities being sponsored by CAP across the nation this summer. These activities allow cadets to hone their skills in a variety of areas, including search and rescue, flight and emergency services, science, leadership fundamentals, citizenship and military courtesies, and to explore aerospace technology and aviation careers. In 2009, 1,100 youth participated in CAP-sponsored summer activities.

Through its cadet program, CAP builds strong citizens for the future by providing leadership training, technical education, scholarships and career education to young men and women ages 12 to 20. 


(Cadet’s last name) has been a CAP cadet since (date cadet joined). (Note other accomplishments, in CAP and elsewhere)


Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 60,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and is credited by the AFRCC with saving 95 lives so far in fiscal year 2010. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 24,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 68 years. For more information on CAP, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
-30-
Contact Info:
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Julie DeBardelaben 
Deputy Director Public Affairs
Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters
W: (877) 227-9142 Ext. 250
C: (334) 549-2224
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