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Overview

The Civil Air Patrol’'s Wreaths Across America program began in 2006 as an offshoot of the
Arlington National Cemetery wreath project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement
of wreaths donated by Worcester Wreath Co. The program has mushroomed in a short time. With
its patriotic theme and its increasing visibility, Wreaths Across America is an ideal program for
promotion of CAP and the patriotic values CAP holds dear.

CAP’s goal as part of the Wreaths Across America observances:

e To honor the sacrifices of veterans through the sponsorship of wreaths and wreath-laying
observances throughout the U.S. and at Arlington National Cemetery

e To attract national and local publicity for CAP in general and its Wreaths Across America
program in particular through activities implemented by NHQ/PA and through PAOs at
the wing and squadron levels

e To honor those who have served our country’s military, including CAP women

As the local face of CAP in your community, you have the power to shape the public awareness
of Wreaths Across America and Civil Air Patrol in your community. There are a variety of ways
you can do this. Some ideas may work better than others depending on your squadron’s existing
community relationships and the resources available in your community. Use your creativity and
hard work to make the most of this excellent and worthwhile nationwide event.
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Fast facts

About CAP
e More than 56,000 members nationwide
e Will celebrate its 68" anniversary Dec. 1, 2009
e Three primary missions — aerospace education, cadet programs and emergency services
o Performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions, as tasked by

the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center, saving 91 lives in fiscal year 2008

Also performs aerial reconnaissance for homeland security and disaster relief missions
for local, state and national organizations

Operates one of the largest fleets of single-engine piston aircraft in the world, with 550
currently in the fleet

Flies, through volunteer members, nearly 110,000 hours each year

Maintains fleet of 1,000 emergency service vehicles for training and mission support
Mentors more than 22,000 cadets ages 12-20 in four areas: leadership, aerospace,
fitness and character development

Cadet activities include an active role in emergency services missions, orientation flights
in powered and glider aircraft, flight training scholarships and career explorations, as well
as activities and competition for cadets at local, state, regional and national levels

About Wreaths Across America

CAP is a Wreaths Across America partner. The nonprofit organization’s mission is to
remember, honor and teach about the service and sacrifices of our nation's veterans
Begun in 2006, Wreaths is as an offshoot of the Arlington National Cemetery wreath
project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement of wreaths donated by
Worcester Wreath Co. of Maine

The 10,000 wreaths designated for Arlington are transported on a 750-mile journey from
Harrington, Maine, after a sendoff ceremony. The route is one of the longest annual
veterans’ celebrations, with parades and ceremonies held at more than 20 stops along
the way

Last year’s observances

180 CAP squadrons led almost half of 372 observances and assisted at many additional
locations, including the wreath-layings at Arlington National Cemetery and abroad

241 CAP squadrons nationwide sponsored 15,300 wreaths

More than 100,000 wreaths were sponsored by the public for placement on veterans’
graves in ceremonies in all 50 states

Worcester Wreath Co. donated more than 17,000 wreaths for the remembrances, with
10,000 placed at Arlington National Cemetery

CAP's Arlington observances included a wreath-laying ceremony at the CAP Memorial,
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the Women in Military Service Memorial

Civil Air Patrol’s National Honor Guard took part in a special ceremonial holiday wreath-
laying at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

51 wreaths donated by Worcester were presented during a special wreath-laying
ceremony held at each state capitol
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Some notable CAP military women
(Note: This is only a partial list.)

Willa Brown, deceased -- First African-American member of CAP. Although not a
member of the military, she lobbied for African-American inclusion in the Civilian Pilot
Training Program and in the Army Air Corps. Also the first African-American woman to
earn a commercial pilot’s license.

Air Force Capt. Kim Campbell — Former CAP cadet and A-10 Thunderbolt Il pilot whose
craft was hit by enemy fire over Baghdad during Operation Iragi Freedom in 2003.
Despite the damage to the plane, she miraculously piloted the craft back to base.

Air Force 2nd Lt. Hila Levy — Former CAP cadet who graduated from the Air Force
Academy at the top of her class. She is also CAP’s first Rhodes Scholar.

Air Force Lt. Col. Nicole Malachowski — A former CAP cadet and the first female
Thunderbird.

Air Force Maj. Samantha “Combo” Weeks — A former CAP cadet and first female
Thunderbird solo pilot.
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Public awareness suggestions

There are several ways to garner public awareness and support of Wreaths Across America and
Civil Air Patrol’s role in this patriotic endeavor.

Local civic and governmental organizations

Build a relationship with local civic organizations, such as the VFW or the local Chamber of
Commerce, and speak about your squadron’s Wreaths Across America plans at these meetings.
For more information on how to develop partnerships with local civic organizations, refer to the
CAP Public Awareness Plan.

Also, bring the squadron’s Wreaths Across America plans to the attention of local and state
government. Submit a proclamation using the sample proclamation included in this toolkit.

Other public presentations

Opportunities include:
e School assembly presentations
e Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and Veterans’ Day events
e Booths at area festivals/fairs/shopping malls

Traditional media

Of course, traditional media outlets are a great way to spread the word via Internet, print, radio
and TV. Issue news releases and radio PSAs. Contact local broadcast media for talk show or

news coverage. Create news releases that publicize CAP women in your local area who have
served in the military.

When publicizing Wreaths Across America and CAP to local media, take the opportunity to
emphasize the unit’s local accomplishments, including any previous Wreaths Across America
participation and other recent missions or cadet accomplishments.

Unit publications/Web presence

Don’t forget to promote Wreaths Across America in regional, wing and squadron publications,
Web sites and newsletters. Include a general history of CAP and Wreaths Across America in the
publications and publicize related events.

Need help?

Don’t hesitate to call upon the expertise of your immediate superior in the squadron command,
your immediate superior in the PAO track and National Headquarters staffers. Work together with
PAOs of other units involved in the cadet team to maximize publicity resources.

NHQ contact information
Julie DeBardelaben ¢ Deputy Director, Public Affairs ¢ jdebardelaben@capnhqg.gov
W: (877) 227-9142 Ext. 250 ¢ C: (334) 462-5305
Steve Cox ¢ Public Affairs Manager ¢ scox@capnhqg.gov
W: (877) 227-9142 Ext. 251 ¢ C: (334) 296-5881
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Hometown news release

Local Civil Air Patrol unit seeks sponsors for wreath-laying salute to
veterans

(DATELINE, e.q. DAYTON, Ohio) — Members of (name of CAP unit) invite the public to sponsor
remembrance wreaths for placement on the graves of veterans on Dec. 12 to honor those who
served our country as well as current military members. Sponsors can even designate where the
wreaths will be laid in the local community. The squadron’s efforts coincide with tributes occurring
simultaneously across the nation during Wreaths Across America observances.

As a key partner in Wreaths Across America for three Decembers now, the Civil Air Patrol has
adorned memorials and veterans’ graves with evergreen wreaths to make sure the sacrifices of
our nation’s soldiers are not forgotten.

Last year, members of the public sponsored placement of more than 100,000 wreaths on
veterans’ graves across the U.S., an increase of nearly 70,000 wreaths from 2007. These
wreaths will be placed in ceremonies at cemeteries in all 50 states. Worcester Wreath Co.
donated more than 17,000 wreaths for the remembrances, 10,000 of which will be placed at
Arlington National Cemetery. CAP units lead almost half of 372 observances and participated
with other color and honor guards at many additional locations, including Arlington National
Cemetery.

For more information on how to sponsor wreaths in your area, (Insert contact information
here).

Wreaths Across America began in 2006 as an offshoot of the Arlington National Cemetery wreath
project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement of wreaths donated by Worcester
Wreath Co. Wreaths Across America ceremonies were conducted largely by CAP wings and
squadrons with the help of veterans’ organizations; private citizens; the Maine State Society of
Washington, D.C., which annually assists with the laying of wreaths at Arlington; and the Patriot
Guard Riders. Visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org for more information about Wreaths Across
America and participating locations.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more
than 56,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search
and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by
the AFRCC with saving 91 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland
security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local
agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the
more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been
performing missions for America for more than 67 years. For more information on CAP, please
visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.

Contact info:
(Insert local contact info here)

Julie DeBardelaben

Deputy Director Public Affairs

Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters
W: (877) 227-9142 Ext. 250

C: (334) 462-5305
jdebardelaben@capnhg.gov
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30-second radio PSA

The Civil Air Patrol salutes the men and women of the armed forces. For three Decembers now,
Civil Air Patrol members nationwide have shown their appreciation to our nation’s veterans by
adorning memorials and veterans’ graves with evergreen wreaths. As a key partner in Wreaths
Across America, CAP ensures the sacrifices of our nation’s soldiers are not forgotten.

This year, you can be a part of this unparalleled, nationwide tribute to veterans by sponsoring a
Wreaths Across America wreath. You can even designate where the wreath will be laid in your
local community.

To find out more about how you can honor those who have served, contact your local Civil Air
Patrol squadron or visit gocivilairpatrol.com.

Civil Air Patrol. Citizens Serving Communities ... Above and Beyond.
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Proclamation

Presenting this proclamation on the twelfth of December, two-thousand and nine, in honor
of (name of local unit(s)), Civil Air Patrol, and Worcester Wreath Co.’s contributions to
Wreaths Across America.

WHEREAS, in what is now very much a holiday tradition, (name of local unit(s)) cadets and
senior members will conduct a Wreaths Across America wreath-laying observance in honor of
local veterans at (name of local site(s)) on Dec. 12; and

WHEREAS, on that day, Civil Air Patrol cadets and senior members will help lay 10,000 wreaths
at Arlington National Cemetery, at the CAP Memorial and at the Women in Military Service for
America Memorial and will help adorn veteran memorials and gravesites in all 50 states in
stirring, solemn tributes to the courage and sacrifice of those who have guarded and preserved
our nation’s freedom throughout history; and

WHEREAS, these wreath-laying ceremonies are made possible by the generous commitment of
Worcester Wreath Company of Harrington, Maine; and

WHEREAS, Wreaths Across America began in 2006 as an offshoot of the Arlington National
Cemetery wreath project, which was started in 1992 with the annual placement of wreaths
donated by Worcester Wreath Company; and

WHEREAS, Civil Air Patrol, for the fourth consecutive year, is partnering with Wreaths Across
America, a nonprofit organization with a mission to remember, honor and teach about the service
and sacrifices of our nation's veterans; and

WHEREAS, last year, CAP units conducted almost half of roughly 350 Wreaths Across America
observances and participated with other color and honor guards at many additional locations; and

WHEREAS, Civil Air Patrol’s National Honor Guard will participate in a special ceremonial holiday
wreath-laying at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., which will also feature a wreath provided
by Worcester Wreath Co.; and

WHEREAS, members of the public have sponsored placement of Worcester Wreath Company
wreaths on veterans’ graves throughout the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, the 10,000 wreaths destined for Arlington National Cemetery will take a 750-mile
journey from Harrington, Maine, on one of the longest annual veterans’ celebration routes, as
patriotic Americans, veterans groups and other organizations will show their support for Wreaths
Across America with parades and ceremonies at more than 20 stops along the way; and

WHEREAS, the wreaths also will be escorted by motorcyclists from the Patriot Guard Riders, an
organization of more than 122,000 whose primary mission is to attend the funerals of fallen
heroes nationwide:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT on this day, the twelfth of December, two-
thousand and nine, the (Insert governmental body here) hereby honors, recognizes and
commends (name of local unit), Civil Air Patrol, and Worcester Wreath Co. for this patriotic
tribute to America’s veterans.

Citizens Serving Communities ... Above and Beyond

9



Helpful links

CAP’s Wreaths Across America Web site
Wreaths Across America promotional poster
CAP PAOQO Toolkit
CAP Public Awareness Plan
capchannel.com

Citizens Serving Communities ... Above and Beyond

10


http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/news/wreaths_across_america/index.cfm
http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/Wreaths_Across_America_promo_poster_8CAF17177E1D7.pdf
http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/cap_national_hq/public_affairs/cap_pao_toolkit/
http://members.gocivilairpatrol.com/cap_national_hq/public_affairs/cap_public_awareness_plan/
http://www.capchannel.com/
http://www.capchannel.com/

